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D. A. Gurnett, A. Bhattachar-
jee, Introduction to Plasma
Physics: With Space and Lab-
(2005)
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Slogan» (2005) (Page 138). Es-
sentially all of the visible light
from space comes from stars,
which are plasmas with a tem-
perature such that they radi-
ate strongly at visible wave-
lengths. Most of the ordinary
(or baryonic) matter in the uni-
verse, however, is found in the
intergalactic medium, which is
also a plasma, but much hot-
ter, so that it radiates primarily
as x-rays. The current scien-
tific consensus is that about
96% of the total energy density
in the universe is not plasma
or any other form of ordinary
matter, but a combination of
cold dark matter and dark en-
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